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(57) ABSTRACT

An ambulatory drug infusion system includes a disposable
ambulatory infusion pump and a flow regulator for regulating
flow of the drug supplied from the disposable ambulatory
infusion pump. The flow regulator includes a cylinder assem-
bly of first, second and third cylinders arranged coaxially. The
flow regulator includes a continuous spiral or helical liquid-
flow channel formed between the first cylinder and the second
cylinder fitted into the first cylinder. The regulator includes
bypass through-holes in communication with the spiral or
helical channel and formed in the second cylinder. The regu-
lator further includes liquid-flow passages formed between
the second cylinder and the third cylinder fitted into the sec-
ond cylinder. The through-holes are in communication with
the passages, respectively. One of the passages can be
selected to choose a predetermined flow rate. The regulator
further includes a diaphragm valve which can regulate fluid
communication between the spiral liquid-flow channel and an
outlet.
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1
FLOW REGULATOR FOR INFUSION PUMP
AND METHOD OF MANUFACTURING THE
SAME

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present disclosure relates to a flow regulator for an
ambulatory infusion pump.

2. Discussion of Related Technology

Ambulatory infusion pumps allow hospital patients to
remain mobile without having to carry a pole holding intra-
venous (IV) therapy devices. There is a growing demand for
home IV therapy using disposable ambulatory pumps. Dis-
posable ambulatory pumps, most of which are mechanical
ambulatory pumps, have a characteristic flow pattern: the
flow-rate is higher at the beginning and decreases throughout
the life of infusion due to the decrease in the volume, and
therefore pressure, of the drug reservoir. Thus, the precision
of flow of disposable infusion pumps is typically in the range
of £15% to £20%, which is significantly worse than that (5%
to £8%) of electronic infusion pumps.

The advantages of disposable infusion pumps are their
light weight, small size, simplicity of use, independence from
an external power supply, elimination of programming errors,
low initial cost, quiet operation, and disposability. Disadvan-
tages include the possibility of inaccurate flow rates, fixed
reservoir volume, lack of facility to change the flow rate and
bolus-dose volume to provide adequate analgesia, inability to
trace the history of the analgesia demand by the patient, and
long-term cost.

There are several types of disposable infusion pumps, such
as elastomeric, positive pressure (spring-powered or gas-
pressure-powered), negative pressure (vacuum), and patient
control analgesia (PCA) pumps. The accuracy of each
pump’s tflow rate is dependent on several factors, including
temperature, fluid viscosity, atmospheric pressure, back pres-
sure, partial filling, and storage. Nonelectric disposable
pumps may utilize a mechanical restrictor within the flow
path to determine the speed of pressurized fluid. The preset
flow rate of each device is mainly determined by the dimen-
sions of the flow restrictor and the pressure supplied by the
pressure source, for instance, a stretched elastomeric reser-
voir. The configuration of the stretched elastomeric reservoir
offers the advantages of simplicity and convenience, which
has resulted in wide acceptance of the device by the market-
place. However, certain limitations remain; one of them is
variability of the flow rate due to changes in the upstream
pressure provided by the elastomeric balloon (or other pres-
sure generation means).

The foregoing discussion in this section is to provide gen-
eral background information, and does not constitute an
admission of prior art.

SUMMARY

One aspect of the invention provides a drug infusion flow
regulating apparatus. The apparatus may comprise: an inlet
configured to receive liquid into the apparatus; an outlet con-
figured to discharge the liquid from the apparatus; a cylinder
assembly comprising a first cylinder, a second cylinder and a
third cylinder that are arranged substantially coaxially along
an axial direction; the first cylinder comprising a first interior
surface; a continuous spiral or helical thread formed into the
first interior surface of the first cylinder; the second cylinder
fitted into the first cylinder and comprising a second interior
surface and a second exterior surface; a spiral or helical liq-
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2

uid-flow channel formed between the first cylinder and the
second cylinder through the continuous spiral thread, the
spiral liquid-flow channel being in fluid communication with
the inlet; a plurality of longitudinal grooves extending sub-
stantially parallel to the axial direction and formed into the
second cylinder on the side of the second interior surface; a
plurality of through-holes formed in the second cylinder and
in fluid communication with the spiral liquid-flow channel;
the third cylinder fitted into the second cylinder and compris-
ing a third exterior surface; a plurality of independent liquid-
flow passages formed between the second cylinder and the
third cylinder, wherein each of the plurality of independent
liquid-flow passages is in fluid communication with the spiral
liquid-flow channel via at least one of the plurality of through-
holes; and a diaphragm valve configured to regulate fluid
communication between the spiral liquid-flow channel and
the outlet.

In the foregoing apparatus, two immediately neighboring
liquid-flow passages may be liquid-tightly separated from
each other by close contact between the second interior sur-
face and the third exterior surface. The apparatus may be
configured such that at least one of the plurality of passages is
selected to form a fluid channel extending to the diaphragm
valve while the other passages do not form a fluid channel
extending to the diaphragm valve. The apparatus may further
comprise a fourth cylinder received within the third cylinder
and rotatable relative to the third cylinder, wherein at least one
of'the plurality of passages forms a fluid channel extending to
the diaphragm valve depending upon a rotational position of
the fourth cylinder relative to the third cylinder.

Continuing in the foregoing apparatus, the diaphragm
valve may comprise a deformable diaphragm and a valve seat
that are received in an interior space of the fourth cylinder,
wherein the deformable diaphragm divides the interior space
into a first chamber and a second chamber, wherein the inlet
is fluidly connected to the first chamber, and the outlet is
fluidly connected to the second chamber, wherein the dia-
phragm is configured to deform toward the valve seat and
recover away from the valve seat in response to the pressure
differential between the first and second chambers. The
deformable diaphragm may be slidable within the fourth cyl-
inder such that the size of the first and second chambers
varies. The apparatus may further comprise a stopper config-
ured to stop the movement of the diaphragm at a predeter-
mined location.

Still in the foregoing apparatus, the plurality of through
holes may be angularly separated along the second cylinder’s
circumference. The plurality of independent liquid-flow pas-
sages may be angularly separated along the third cylinder’s
circumference. One or more of the plurality of independent
liquid-flow passages may have a liquid-flow passage portion
generally extending along the axial direction. The first cylin-
der is made of a first material, the second cylinder is made of
a second material and the third cylinder is made of a third
material, wherein the first material may be substantially
harder than the second material and the second material may
be substantially harder than the third material. The second
cylinder may be made of a non-elastomeric material having a
modulus of elasticity greater than about 2,000 psi. The third
cylinder may be made of an elastomeric material having a
modulus of elasticity smaller than about 1,000 psi.

Also in the foregoing apparatus, each of the plurality of
longitudinal grooves may extend throughout the length of the
second cylinder. The plurality of through-holes may be
located at different positions in the axial direction. Two
immediately neighboring passages may be liquid-tightly
separated by liquid-tight fitting of the third cylinder into the
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second cylinder. The apparatus may further comprise a fifth
cylinder fitted into the third cylinder and located between the
third cylinder and fourth cylinder.

Another aspect of the invention provides a method of mak-
ing the aforementioned apparatus. The method may com-
prise: providing the first cylinder made of a first material and
comprising a continuous spiral or helical thread formed into
the first interior surface, the first cylinder having a first diam-
eter measured on the first interior surface; providing the sec-
ond cylinder made of a second material softer than the first
material, the second cylinder having a second diameter on the
second exterior surface, wherein the second diameter is
greater than the first diameter; and press-fitting the second
cylinder into the first cylinder, wherein the second material is
a non-elastomer having a modulus of elasticity greater than
about 2,000 psi.

In the foregoing method, press-fitting of the second cylin-
der into the first cylinder causes deformation of the second
cylinder along the plurality of grooves such that the second
diameter shrinks when press-fitting. The method may further
comprise: providing the third cylinder made of a third mate-
rial that is an elastomer having a modulus of elasticity smaller
than about 1,000 psi, wherein the third cylinder comprises a
plurality of longitudinal ribs protruding from the third exte-
rior surface; and press-fitting the third cylinder into the sec-
ond cylinder such that two immediately neighboring passages
are liquid-tightly separated by press-fitting of the third cylin-
der into the second cylinder.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A illustrates an ambulatory infusion system in accor-
dance with one embodiment.

FIG. 1B illustrates an ambulatory infusion system in accor-
dance with another embodiment.

FIG. 2A is a perspective view of a flow regulator in accor-
dance with one embodiment.

FIG. 2B is a vertical cross-section view of the flow regu-
lator shown in FIG. 2A.

FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the components of the flow
regulator shown in FIG. 2A.

FIG. 41is a perspective view of a bottom housing of the flow
regulator in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a sleeve of the flow regulator
in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 6A is a side view of the sleeve shown in FIG. 5.

FIG. 6B is a sectional view of the sleeve of FIG. 6 A, taken
along line A-A.

FIG. 7 is a partial side view of a bottom housing and a
sleeve engaged with each other in accordance with one
embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a partial sectional view of a bottom housing and a
sleeve engaged with each other in accordance with one
embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a seal liner of the flow
regulator in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a sectional view of a sleeve and a seal liner which
are engaged with each other.

FIG. 11 is a sectional view of a bottom housing, a sleeve, a
seal liner and a rotor cap of the flow regulator in accordance
with one embodiment.

FIG. 12A is an exploded view of a piston assembly of the
flow regulator in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 12B is a sectional view of the piston assembly in
accordance with one embodiment.
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FIGS. 13A,13B and 13C are sectional views of a rotor cap
and a bottom housing of the flow regulator, illustrating the
operation of a piston in accordance with one embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawings, which form a part hereof. In the
drawings, similar symbols typically identify similar compo-
nents, unless context dictates otherwise. The illustrative
embodiments described in the detailed description, drawings,
and claims are not meant to be limiting. Other embodiments
may be utilized, and other changes may be made, without
departing from the spirit or scope of the subject matter pre-
sented here. It will be readily understood that the aspects of
the present disclosure, as generally described herein, and
illustrated in the Figures, can be arranged, substituted, com-
bined, and designed in a wide variety of different configura-
tions, all of which are explicitly contemplated and make part
of this disclosure.

In the following detailed description, terms of orientation
such as “upper,” “lower,” “longitudinal,” “horizontal,” “ver-
tical,” “lateral,” “top,” “bottom,” “middle,” and “end” may be
used to simplify the description in the context of the illus-
trated embodiments. Because other orientations are possible,
however, the present invention should not be limited to the
illustrated orientations.

Ambulatory Drug Infusion System

Referring to FIGS. 1A and 1B, in one embodiment, a flow
regulator 50 is connected to an ambulatory infusion pump 52
via a tube 54. The tube 54 is connected to a catheter 56 which
is installed in the body of a patient 58.

Referring to FIG. 1B, in some embodiments, the flow regu-
lator 50 is connected to an ambulatory infusion pump 52 via
a tube 54. The flow regulator 50 can be used with various
disposable ambulatory infusion pumps 52, such as an ambu-
latory, single-use, portable, disposable, infusion device
which is designed to deliver solution at a flow rate between
about 0.5 ml/h and about 300 ml/h. This configuration offers
the advantages of simplicity and convenience, which has
resulted in wide acceptance of the platform by the market-
place. However, certain limitations remain; among them is
variability in the solution flow rate due to variation in the
pressure driving force provided by the elastomeric balloon,
mechanical spring or vacuum, and a reduction in flow rate if
the device is attached to an additional flow resistance down-
stream of the capillary (e.g. an indwelling catheter).

The illustrated flow regulator 50 improves the flow rate
accuracy of disposable ambulatory infusion pumps. This
makes the flow accuracy of the disposable ambulatory infu-
sion pumps competitive with that of electronic pumps. The
flow regulator 50 can be attached to any mechanical type
infusion pump, creating constant flow characteristics regard-
less of the change in up-stream pressure. The flow regulator
50 also provides the capability to vary the flow rate during
infusion, which is commonly required with pain manage-
ment. Integration of these improvements into any mechanical
type disposable ambulatory infusion pumps would decrease
infusion variability and improve patient satisfaction.

In some embodiments, the flow regulator 50 improves flow
rate accuracy over the entire infusion period to about +/-8%,
rivaling that of a typical electromechanical infusion pump. It
also reduces the variability of medication delivery times
under standard conditions by eliminating the effects of vari-
ability of pressure sources. Furthermore, it minimizes the
effect of drug volumetric flow rate to head height, and down-
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stream resistance resulting from different access points or the
use of different types of catheters.
Flow Regulator

In some embodiments, like a mechanical system, a
mechanical flow regulator 50, as illustrated in FIGS. 1A, 1B,
2A, and 2B, provides a uniform, stable volumetric flow rate
for the entire drug infusion period regardless of upstream
(supply) pressure variation (about 6 psig to about 12 psig) and
minimizes the effect of downstream (back pressure) variation
in the range of 0 psig to about 2 psig. Variations in fill volume
do not affect the flow rate as long as the minimum supply
pressure is maintained.

Components

Referring to FIGS. 2A, 2B and 3, in some embodiments the
flow regulator 50 includes a bottom housing 100 and a rotor
cap 200 which are engaged with each other and form an
enclosure. Ring shaped components including a sleeve 300, a
seal liner 400 and a seal liner support 500, are inserted
between an outer wall 108 of the bottom housing 100 and a
cylindrical wall 216 of the rotor cap 200. A piston 600, a
piston ring 700 and a stopper 800 is placed in the cylindrical
chamber 216 of the rotor cap 200.

In some embodiments, the flow regulator 50 includes eight
plastic components 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700 and
800. The components include five thermoplastic parts 100,
200, 300, 500, 700 and three elastomeric parts 400, 600, 800,
but not limited thereto. Some components, for example, the
bottom housing 100 can be made of a transparent material. In
some embodiments, all components are made of biocompat-
ible medical grade plastics, and the assembly procedure is
straightforward for manufacturing simplicity.

Overall Fluid Flow

Referring to FIGS. 2B 3, 9, 11, and 13C in some embodi-
ments, the pressurized drug solution fluid flows into an upper
inlet chamber 202 of the flow regulator 50 through the inlet
port 204. As soon as the fluid fills the inlet chamber 202, the
fluid presses the piston 600 downward toward an outlet cham-
ber 206. The fluid also flows from the inlet chamber 202 to the
outlet chamber 206 through an upper through-hole 208 of the
rotor cap 200. The fluid flows through the upper through-hole
208 into a circumferentially extending groove 402 of the seal
liner 400, which is positioned at the same level as the upper-
through hole 208 of the inlet chamber 202. The fluid then
flows through an upper through-hole 404 of the seal liner 400,
followed by an upper through-hole 302 of the sleeve 300.
Next, the fluid enters a spiral or helical conduit or channel 102
(see FIG. 7) formed between the bottom housing 100 and the
sleeve 300. The fluid then enters a communication through-
hole 304 of the sleeve 300 corresponding to a selected preset
flow rate, followed by a vertical recess or passages 406 of the
seal liner 400 corresponding to a selected preset flow rate.
Next, the fluid enters a flow rate selection hole 408 of the seal
liner 400 corresponding to a selected preset flow rate, fol-
lowed by a bottom hole 210 of the rotor cap 200, and into the
outlet chamber 206.

The fluid in the outlet chamber 206 flows through a clear-
ance 212 between the piston 600 and a valve seat 104 of the
bottom housing 100 and flows out through an outlet port 106
of the bottom housing 100.

Bottom Housing

Referring to FIGS. 2A, 2B, 3, 4, 5, 6A and 7, in some
embodiments, the bottom housing 100 includes a bottom wall
107 and a cylindrical outer wall 108 extending from the
bottom wall 107. The outer wall 108 includes a spiral or
helical thread 110 on its inner surface 112. The outer wall 108
further includes a first protrusion 114 on its outer surface, and
the first protrusion 114 forms a snap-fit engagement with a
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second protrusion 214 of the rotor cap 200. The outer wall 108
includes akey recess 116 on its top portion, and the recess 116
receives and engages with an engaging key 306 of the sleeve
300. This structure can minimize rotation or movement of the
sleeve 300 with respect to the bottom housing 100 after being
assembled and help alignment of the bottom housing and the
sleeve in one predetermined direction.

In some embodiments, the bottom housing 100 includes a
central boss 118 extending from the bottom wall 107. At the
top of the boss 118, a valve seat 104 is provided. The boss 118
includes an outlet port 106.

Spiral or Helical Conduit

Referring to FIGS. 2B, 3, and 7, in some embodiments,
once the bottom housing 100 engages with the sleeve 300, the
thread 110 forms the spiral or helical conduit or flow-restrict-
ing spiral or helical conduit 102. The spiral or helical conduit
102 communicates with the upper chamber (inlet chamber)
202 and the lower chamber (outlet chamber) 206. Specifi-
cally, the spiral or helical liquid-flow channel 102 is in fluid
communication with an upper through-hole 302 and a plural-
ity of through-holes 304 which determine the flow rate. The
fluid can flow from the upper inlet chamber 202 to the lower
outlet chamber 206 through the spiral conduit 102.

Specifically, in some embodiments, the fluid solution flows
through a long and narrow spiral channel 102 which serves as
a flow restrictor. A fine thread 110 is fabricated on the inner
surface 112 of the bottom housing 100. The open thread 110
formed in the inner surface 112 of the bottom housing 100
then becomes the closed conduit 102 by inserting the sleeve
300 with an interference fit. In some embodiments, both the
length and the cross section of the thread 110 are calculated
using the Hagen-Poiseuille equation, taking into account
pump pressure, viscosity of solution, and desired flow.

The flow regulator 50 is used with a disposable ambulatory
pump. Therefore, it is desirable to size the flow regulator 50 to
be comfortable to wear. In some embodiments, the dimen-
sions of the thread channel 102 are determined by considering
the overall size of the flow regulator 50. For example, the
diameter of the flow regulator 50 is approximately one inch,
while the length is approximately one and a half inches. Thus
if the lowest flow rate is approximately 1 ml/hr with an
average pressure of approximately 8 psi from other dispos-
able ambulatory pumps, then the size of the thread (cross
section, pitch and the length) becomes only a few thousandths
of an inch.

Spiral or Helical Threads

In some embodiments, the fine thread 110 can be injection-
molded as part of the bottom housing 100. A sectional shape
of the thread 110 (or conduit 102) is a trapezoid, but not
limited thereto, so that it can secure sufficient contact area
with the mating sleeve 300 while efficiently delivering fluid
volume. In alternative embodiments, a sectional shape of the
spiral thread (or conduit) 102 is selected from the group of
shapes including semi-circular, triangular, trapezoidal, rect-
angular and polygonal. In one embodiment, the fine thread
110 has a pitch of a few thousandths of an inch. A trapezoidal
or polygonal section of the thread 110 has sides a few thou-
sandths of an inch long.

In some embodiments, when injection-molding, appropri-
ate roundness can be applied to the corner of the trapezoid for
easy flow of material, which results in a complete filling in of
the fine thread 110. An equivalent diameter of the circular
cross section was converted from the cross section of the
rounded trapezoid to determine the flow rate under nominal
pressure of the infusion pump 52. In some embodiments, the
dimension of the thread cross section can be significantly
larger than the diameter of the flow restrictor commonly used
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for infusion pumps. Therefore, the possibility of flow block-
age during infusion is minimized.

Compared to the traditional glass capillary or tubing type
flow restrictor, the threaded channel 102 involves a long
length, which makes it easy to vary the flow rate by simply
adjusting the length.

Interference Fit—Thermoplastic Sleeve

With reference to FIGS. 2A-7, in some embodiments, the
spiral or helical open thread 110 becomes a closed spiral
conduit 102 by inserting the sleeve 300 with an interference
fit. The cylinder shaped sleeve 300 is inserted into the thread-
formed bottom housing 100 with an interference fit to close
the open thread 110, forming the closed conduit 102. The
material of the body of the bottom housing 100 in which the
thread 110 is formed is harder than the material of the sleeve
300, so the insertion of the sleeve 300 does not damage or
deform the fine thread 110. As shown in FIGS. 5, 6 A, 6B, and
7,the sleeve 300 includes an interfacing outer surface 311 and
inner surface 310 including vertical grooves or notches 308.
This structure of grooves 308 can provide the sleeve 300 with
deformability and resilience when the sleeve 300 is mechani-
cally press-fit into the bottom housing 100.

In some embodiments, the bottom housing 100 and the
sleeve 300 are made of generally rigid and hard plastic mate-
rials, but not limited thereto. In some embodiments, the bot-
tom housing 100 is made of a thermoplastic like polycarbon-
ate, and the sleeve 300 is made of a softer thermoplastic
material than the housing 100, like a high density polyethyl-
ene (HDPE) or a medium density polyethylene (MDPE), but
not limited thereto. The thread 110 is not crushed when the
sleeve 300 is inserted into the housing 100 with an interfer-
ence fit, as the bottom housing 100 is more rigid and harder
than the sleeve 300.

In some embodiments, the bottom housing 100 is made of
amaterial with a modulus of elasticity between about 250,000
psi and about 450,000 psi. In certain embodiments, the bot-
tom housing material has a modulus of elasticity which may
be about 200,000 psi, about 220,000 psi, about 250,000 psi,
about 270,000 psi, about 300,000 psi, about 350,000 psi,
about 400,000 psi, about 450,000 psi, or about 450,000 psi. In
alternative embodiments, the bottom housing material has a
modulus of elasticity which may be within a range defined by
two of the foregoing values.

In some embodiments, the sleeve 300 is made of a material
with a modulus of elasticity between about 50,000 psi and
about 150,000 psi. In certain embodiments, the sleeve hous-
ing material has a modulus of elasticity which may be about
2,000 psi, about 5,000 psi, about 10,000 psi, about 20,000 psi,
about 30,000 psi, about 40,000 psi, about 50,000 psi, about
70,000 psi, about 100,000 psi, about 110,000 psi, about 120,
000 psi, about 130,000 psi, about 140,000 psi, about 150,000
psi, about 160,000 psi, or about 180,000 psi. In alternative
embodiments, the sleeve material has a modulus of elasticity
which may be within a range defined by two of the foregoing
values.

In some embodiments, injection-molding may be used for
mass production instead of individual machining, but not
limited thereto. However, the size of the thread 110 is con-
strained by the tolerance of the injection-molding and the
shrinkage rate of the selected material. If the interference is
too tight, it would be very difficult to assemble the two parts,
the bottom housing 100 and the sleeve 300. If it is too loose,
fluid may leak or shunt between the threads 110.

In the illustrated embodiments, one of the methods of
resolving the above mentioned tolerance issue is to make the
sleeve 300 to be compressible or resilient. The vertical
grooves 308 work as a vertical crack or notch to the sleeve
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300, which results in a reduction of the moment of inertia, and
consequently a reduction of the stiffness of the sleeve 300,
when it is compressed by the interference fit. This allows for
more interference between the two bodies, i.e. the bottom
housing 100 and the sleeve 300, which can manage the injec-
tion-molding tolerances without damaging the thread 110, or
causing a fluid leak.

Interference Fit—FElastomeric Sleeve

With reference to FIG. 8, in one example of a flow regula-
tor, an elastomeric sleeve 3000 may be used instead of the
rigid sleeve 300 shown in FIG. 7. As shown in FIG. 8, how-
ever, when engaged with a bottom housing 2000, the sleeve
3000 can be partially deformed such that deformed portions
3500 of the sleeve 3000 can protrude toward threads 1110 and
reduce the size of the section of the closed conduit 1020. This
may cause unexpected partial blocking of the conduit 1020
which may differ the flow rate from designed.

Such elastomeric material generally has a Shore A Hard-
ness between about 30 Ha and about 70 Ha. Further, such
elastomeric material generally has a modulus of elasticity
smaller than about 1,000 psi. In some examples, the elasto-
meric material has a modulus of elasticity between about 200
psi and about 500 psi. Contrastingly, the sleeve 300 in accor-
dance with the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7 has a mate-
rial significantly more rigid and harder than the elastomeric
material.

Bypasses from Spiral Conduit

Referring to FIGS. 2-5, 6A, and 11, in some embodiments,
once the liquid reaches the upper through-hole 302 of the
sleeve 300, it continues to flow through the narrow spiral
conduit 102. The sleeve includes several (for example, in the
illustrated embodiment, eleven, but not limited thereto) com-
munication through-holes 304 fabricated on the side wall of
the sleeve 300. In one embodiment, the plurality of through-
holes 304 are located at different positions in the longitudinal
direction of the sleeve 300 on the non-grooved outer surfaces
311 and extend through the thickness ofthe sleeve 300. Using
the fact that flow rate is inversely proportional to the length of
the fluid path, the location (height) of each of the through-
holes 304 is calculated accordingly. For instance, if the inlet
upper through-hole 302 is located on the upper most area at
the beginning of the spiral conduit 102, then the appropriate
through-hole 304a (one of the through-holes 304) for the
lowest flow rate (for example, approximately, 1 mL/hr) is
located at the very bottom of the spiral conduit 102, thereby
using the full length of the conduit 102 for the fluid path. In
the illustrated embodiment, for the appropriate through-hole
304% (one of the through-holes 304) for the highest flow rate
(for example, approximately, 16 m[./hr) is positioned to use
the smallest length of the conduit 102 for the fluid path.

Flow rates, in between the lowest option (for example,
approximately 1 m[./hr) and the highest option (for example,
approximately 16 mL/hr) are attained by dividing length of
the channel 102 by the number of desired flow rates, but not
limited thereto. Examples of flow rates within this range
include, but are not limited to, approximately 1 mL/hr,
approximately 2 mL/hr, approximately 3 ml/hr, approxi-
mately 4 ml/hr, approximately 5 ml/hr, approximately 6
ml/hr, approximately 7 mL/hr, approximately 8 ml./hr,
approximately 10 mL/hr, approximately 12 mL/hr, and 16
mL/hr. For instance, if the desire is to create eleven discrete
flow rates from 1 mL/hr to 16 ml/hr, then the necessary
length for each flow rate is calculated from the total length of
the helical conduit 102. Then, each hole’s vertical (or alti-
tude) position is determined. The through-holes 304 are about
30 degrees azimuthally apart, but not limited thereto. Refer-
ring to FIG. 11, the fourth through-hole 3044 for the fourth
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flow rate (for example, approximately 4 mL./hr) is located at
an altitude between the altitudes of the first and eleventh holes
3044 and 304%. (See FIG. 6A.)

Seal Liner

Referring to FIGS. 2A, 2B, 9,10 and 11, the seal liner 400
is inserted in and engaged with the sleeve 300. In some
embodiments, the seal liner 400 is made of an elastomer like
silicone or rubber. In certain embodiments, the elastomer of
the seal liner generally has a Shore A Hardness between about
30 Ha and about 70 Ha. In some examples, the elastomer of
the seal liner generally has a modulus of elasticity smaller
than about 1,000 psi.

In some embodiments, the seal liner 400 can be rotatable
with respect to the rotor cap 200 while providing a fluid seal.
In other words, the seal liner 400 allows the rotor cap 200 to
rotate while providing a seal between the two bodies, i.e. the
rotor cap 200 and the seal liner 400. At the end of the seal liner
400 a seal 422 is provided. The seal 422 contacts the bottom
wall 107 of the bottom housing 100 to provide a fluid seal.

An elastomer is good for providing seals with a generous
interference fit. However, the frictional coefficient of an elas-
tomer is high, which may result in difficulties in turning the
rotor cap with the interfacing seal liner 400. In some embodi-
ments, an indentation 412 is made inside of the seal liner 400,
reducing the contact area between the rotor cap 200 and the
seal liner 400, and thus, minimizing the frictional resistance.
Thus, the contact area between a cylindrical wall 216 of the
rotor cap 200 and the seal liner 400 is minimized by creating
an indentation to reduce the frictional resistance.

Ribs and Grooves

In some embodiments, the outer surface of the seal liner
400 liquid-tightly contacts the sleeve 300, so it can provide a
fluid seal between the seal liner 400 and the sleeve 300, except
at the communicating holes 304 of the sleeve 300. The outer
surface of the seal liner 400, in some embodiments, includes
the vertical ribs 410, each of which can be inserted in and
engaged with one of the vertical grooves 308 of the sleeve
300. As shown in FIG. 10, the vertical grooves 308 of the
sleeve 300 receive the mating vertical ribs 410 of the seal liner
400. In other words, the vertical ribs 410 (in the illustrated
embodiments, twelve vertical ribs 410) of the seal liner 400
align and engage with the mating vertical grooves 308 of the
sleeve 300 so as to inhibit the seal liner 400 from rotating with
respect to the sleeve 300. Thus, this configuration inhibits the
seal liner 400 from rotating along with the rotor cap 200. As
such, the seal liner 400 is fixed to the mating sleeve 300 by
interlocking vertical ribs 410 and mating vertical grooves
308. In the illustrated embodiment, the outer surface of the
seal liner 400, other than the vertical ribs 410, is the seal area
with the interfacing sleeve 300. The seal liner support 500
pushes the seal liner 400 towards the sleeve 300, which pro-
vides a fluid seal, except at the vertical fluid-flow recesses or
passages 406 of the seal liner 400. The vertical passages 406
are made in the outer surface, each creating a fluid path, but
not limited thereto. The length of each of the grooves 406 can
match one of the through-holes 304 of the sleeve 300. In
alternative embodiments, these fluid communication grooves
or passages 406 can be made the inside surface of the sleeve
300 rather than the outside surface of the seal liner 400.
Vertical Liquid-Flow Passages

Referring to FIGS. 2A, 2B, 3, 5, 6A, 9,10 and 11, in some
embodiments, each of the through-holes 304 fluidly commu-
nicates with one of the vertical grooves 406 fabricated on the
interfacing surface of the mating seal liner 400. The size of the
holes 304 and the vertical grooves 406 are relatively large
compared to the size of the section of the closed conduit 102
(thread 110). Thus, when the fluid reaches the highest hole
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304% among the through-holes 304, the fluid will have a
tendency to flow through that hole to the corresponding ver-
tical groove 406 rather than overcoming the fluid resistance
by flowing through the remaining narrow spiral conduit 102.
The fluid is then stopped at the end of the corresponding
vertical groove 406 when the corresponding hole among the
flow rate selection holes 408 of the seal liner 400 is blocked by
the cylindrical wall 216 of the rotor cap 200. Once the fluid
fills in the vertical groove 406 of the seal liner 400, the fluid
has no other way to flow other than continuing to flow through
the narrow spiral conduit 102. This phenomenon for other
communication through-holes 304 and other vertical recesses
406 continues until the fluid comes across the fluid path of the
selected flow rate.

Adjusting Flow Rate

In some embodiments, a desired flow rate is selected from
the preset flow rates by rotating the rotor cap 200, such that a
bottom hole 210 of the cylindrical wall 216 of the rotor cap
200, which communicates with the outlet chamber 206, is
aligned with a selected one of the flow rate selection holes
408. This allows the fluid flow of the desired flow rate a into
the outlet chamber 206, as shown in FIG. 11.

As discussed above, in order for the flow regulator 50 to
provide a flow rate selecting function, in some embodiments,
the sleeve 300 contains as many “flow rate selection”
through-holes 304 as therapy requires. In the illustrated
embodiments, flow rate selection is not continuous, but dis-
crete, which allows a clear step mode in varying the flow rate.
A plurality of through-holes 304 of the sleeve 300 can be
equally distributed azimuthally around the sleeve 300, but not
limited thereto. The number of flow rate variations can be any
number determined by the number of through-holes 304
formed in the sleeve 300 and mating vertical passages 406
formed in the seal liner 400. The only limitation is the space
to place the through-holes 304 of the sleeve 300 and the
vertical passages 406 of the seal liner 400 and the indicating
marks outside the device. Each through-hole 304 of the sleeve
300 communicates with a corresponding vertical passage 406
of the seal liner 400, which connects to a corresponding one
of'the outlet holes 408 formed at the lower portion of the seal
liner 400. In one embodiment, only one ofthe outlet holes 408
of'the seal liner 400 is aligned with the bottom hole 210 of the
rotor cap 200 to fluidly communicate with the outlet chamber
206 through the bottom hole 210 of the rotor cap 200. All
interfacing surfaces between the sleeve 300 and the seal liner
400 other than the through-holes 304, the outlet holes 408 and
the vertical passages 406 are sealed by the seal liner 400.
Circumferential Channel

Referring to FIGS. 2B and 9, in some embodiments, the
seal liner 400 includes a circumferentially extending groove
or circumferential channel 402. The circumferential channel
402 communicates with the upper chamber 202 of the rotor
cap 200 regardless of the rotational position of the rotor cap
200. In other words, the circumferential channel 402 allows
for continuous flow and communication regardless of the
position of the rotor cap 200. The circumferential channel 402
extends over the entire circumference of the inner surface of
the seal liner 300. As can be seen in the illustrated embodi-
ment, the circumferential channel 402 can be fabricated on
the inside wall of the seal liner. In an alternative embodiment,
such circumferential channel groove can be formed over the
outer surface of the cylindrical wall 216 of the rotor cap 200.
Seal Liner Support

Referring to FIGS. 2B and 3, in some embodiments, the
seal liner support 500 is positioned at the indented area 412 of
the seal liner 400. The support 500 is made of a thermoplastic
like ABS or Polycarbonate, but not limited thereto, so it can
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provide the necessary mechanical strength to push the seal
liner onto the inner wall 310 of the sleeve 300.

In some embodiments, the outside diameter of the seal liner
support 500 is larger than the inside diameter of the indented
area 412 of'the seal liner 400, so it can push the seal liner 400
against the inside wall of the mating sleeve 300, and provide
a fluid seal between the seal liner 400 and the sleeve 300. The
inner diameter of the seal liner support 500 is larger than the
outer diameter of the cylindrical portion 216 of the rotor cap
200, so there is no contact between the two bodies 400 and
216. Contact between the rotor cap 200 and the seal liner 400
occurs only at the un-indented areas (top and bottom) of the
seal liner 400 and the cylinder portion 216 of the rotor cap
200.

Rotor Cap

Referring to FIGS. 2A, 2B, 3, 11 and 13A-13C, the rotor
cap 200 includes a top wall 218 and an outer wall 220 extend-
ing from the top wall 218. Knurls may be provided around the
outer wall 220. The outer wall 220 includes a second protru-
sion 214 on its inner surface which forms a snap-fit-engage-
ment with the first protrusion 114 of the bottom housing 100.
The rotor cap 200 is rotatable with respect to the bottom
housing 100. The rotor cap 200 further includes a cylinder
portion 216 extending from the top wall 218 and extending
toward the bottom wall 107 of the bottom housing 100. At the
end of the cylindrical wall 216 a seal 222 may optionally be
provided. The seal 222 contacts the bottom wall 107 of the
bottom housing 100 to provide a fluid seal. The rotor cap 200
has an inlet port 204 which can be connected to a tube 54
extending from the pump 52.

The rotor cap 200 is made of a thermoplastic like polypro-
pylene or polycarbonate, but not limited thereto, so it can
provide sufficient rigidity and structural integrity. As dis-
cussed above, the rotor cap 200 includes a cylinder portion
216 which provides inlet and outlet chambers 202 and 206,
respectively. The rotor cap 200 is able to rotate and allows the
selection of different flow rates.

Piston Assembly

Referring to FIGS. 2, 3, 11, 12A, 12B and 13A-13C, in
some embodiments, the piston assembly 650 is received
inside the cylinder portion 216 of the rotor cap 200 with
interference fit, so it can provide a sufficient seal under a
certain pressure. The piston assembly 650 can slide up and
down the cylindrical wall 216 depending on the pressure
changes of the two chambers 202 and 206. The piston assem-
bly 650 includes a piston 600. The central portion of the
piston 600 includes a diaphragm 602. The tip of the piston 600
has a cone shape, and the mating valve seat 104 has a concave
cone shape as well so as to maximize the seal function. In one
embodiment, the diaphragm 602 and the valve seat 104 form
an outlet valve 120.

In some embodiments, inside of the piston 600, a rigid
plastic piston ring 700 is inserted to support the piston 600
against the cylinder wall 216. Without this ring 700, the piston
600 is likely to collapse or buckle under severe pressure. The
ring 700 is mechanically inserted into the mating cavity of the
piston 600, and moves with the piston 600 as one body.
Stopper

Referring to FIGS. 2, 3,11, 12B, and 13A-13C, in embodi-
ments, the stopper 800 is placed in the outlet chamber 206
under the piston 600. The stopper 800 is made of elastomeric
tubing. It includes a small cut-out at the bottom so that the
fluid can pass freely into the outlet chamber 206 from the
bottom hole 210 of the cylinder wall 216. The elastomeric
property of the stopper 800 will help adjustment of the resil-
ience along with the spring-back of the diaphragm 602.
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In some embodiments, the length of the stopper 800 deter-
mines the initial gap between the diaphragm 602 and the
valve seat 104 of the bottom housing 100, which determines
the equilibrium of the pressure differential and the resilience
of the piston 600 and the stopper 800. The length of the
stopper 800 can vary depending on the infusion pump 52 to be
connected to the flow regulator 50, which exerts different
pump pressures. Therefore, the flow regulator 50 can be used
for any mechanical type disposable ambulatory pumps by
adjusting the length of the stopper 800 for each pump.

The inner diameter and the outer diameter of the stopper
800 are determined by the rigid portion of the piston 600 so
that it does not block the flexible part (diaphragm 602). The
stopper 800 can minimize the residual amount of the expen-
sive drug in the outlet chamber 206.

Movable Diaphragm

In some embodiments, the diaphragm 602 divides the inlet
chamber 202 and the outlet chamber 206. The diaphragm is
movable and slides along the inside wall 216 of the rotor cap
200. The diaphragm 602 is part of the piston 600 which can
seal the fluid between the inlet chamber 202 and the outlet
chamber 206 while being movable along the cylinder wall
216.

In some embodiments, the diaphragm 602 is not fixed to a
certain position of the cylinder wall so it does not need any
fixation means. Unlike a fixed type diaphragm (which is fixed
at a fixed location), the piston 600 (along with the diaphragm
602) moves freely along the cylinder wall 216, which makes
the resilience of the diaphragm adjustable. Contrastingly, in
the fixed type diaphragm, the initial gap and the resilience of
the diaphragm are fixed. Unlike the fixed type diaphragm, the
piston 600 is stopped by the stopper 800 in order to determine
the initial gap. Depending on the pressure of the pump to be
used, one of several stoppers having various lengths can be
selected during the manufacture of the flow regulator. Thus, it
is easy to adjust the initial gap depending on the pump pres-
sure. Contrastingly, in the fixed type diaphragm, it is difficult
to adjust the initial gap, and such adjustment requires changes
of dimensions of several components.

Pressure Differential

In some embodiments, the flow regulator concept is based
on the pressure differential between the pressures upstream
and downstream of the flow restrictor (for example, spiral
conduit 102). The flow restrictor is injection-molded as a part
of the regulator; hence the illustrated embodiment of the
invention does not need a separate flow restrictor, unlike other
concepts. A movable diaphragm 602, which slides up and
down in the closed fluid chamber, acts as a flow valve to
balance the pressure differential.

In some embodiments, when the inlet pressure increases
(or the difference between the pressure in the inlet chamber
202 and that in the outlet chamber 206 increases), the resilient
elastomeric diaphragm 602 positioned by the stopper 800
deflects, thereby at least partially closing an outlet port 106
and reducing the flow amount. If the inlet pressure decreases
and/or the outlet pressure increases (or the difference
decreases), the resilient diaphragm 602 relaxes to its original
shape, opening the outlet port 106 and allowing increased
flow. Some of the critical variables affecting the regulating
performance are the initial length of the stopper 800, which
determines the distance between the diaphragm 602 and the
valve seat 104, dimensions of the flow restrictor (i.e., spiral
conduit 102) and the dimension and material property (in-
cluding resiliency) of the diaphragm 602.

Pressure Regulation

The flow regulator 50 works according to the concept of a

constant pressure differential. The flow restrictor (i.e., con-
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duit102) together with a sliding piston 600 is a part of the flow
regulator 50 that acts as a valve to maintain the pressure
differential. As discussed above, when the inlet pressure
increases (or the difference between the pressure in the inlet
chamber 202 and that in the outlet chamber increases), the
thinned area 604 of the diaphragm part 602 of the piston 600
deflects, at least partially closing the outlet valve 120 and
reducing the fluid flow rate. If the inlet pressure decreases (or
the difference decreases), the diaphragm 602 relaxes, opening
the outlet valve 120 and allowing increased flow.

Flow Through Outlet Valve

Referring to FIGS. 11, 13A, 13B, and 13C, in some
embodiments, when the bottom hole 210 of the rotor cap 200
is aligned to one selected outlet hole 408 of the seal liner for
adesired flow rate, the fluid flows into the outlet chamber 206
of the rotor cap cylinder wall 216. The fluid pressure
decreases while passing through the narrow, spiral or helical
shaped conduit 102, and becomes much lower than the initial
pressure of the inlet chamber 202.

The pressure differential between the two chambers 202
and 206 causes movement of the diaphragm 602 of the piston
600 toward the valve seat 104 with respect to the cylinder wall
216 as shown in FIG. 13A. Once the piston 600 hits the
stopper 800, then the thinned area 604 of the diaphragm 602
of the piston 600 starts to deflect downward. This deflection
takes place in the elastic region of the piston material (elas-
tomer). This states that when the pressure differential
changes, the diaphragm 602 has a tendency to spring back to
the original shape. This resilience is determined by the elas-
tomer material, geometry of the diaphragm (thickness and
diameter of the thinned area 604), and the initial height dif-
ference between the stopper 800 and the central boss 118 of
the bottom housing 100.

When the diaphragm 602 deflects downward, the conical
center piece of the piston 600 starts to contact the valve seat
104, close the outlet valve 120 and stops the flow as shown in
FIG. 13B. Even after the fluid stops at the outlet valve 120,
fluid continues to flow through the spiral or helical flow
restrictor 102 because a pressure differential still exists
between the inlet and outlet chambers 202 and 206. As it
continues to flow, the pressure differential decreases until it
reaches the point where there is no more pressure differential.

However, in the illustrated embodiments, before it reaches
such an equilibrium point, the diaphragm of the piston 600
will begin to push back upward toward the inlet chamber 202
as shown in FIG. 13C, because it lost the pressure which held
the diaphragm 602 deflected downward. The fluid starts to
flow again, and the pressure in the outlet chamber 206 starts to
decrease. Consequently, the pressure differential between the
two chambers increases. Then the system repeats the same
cycle; the diaphragm 602 deflects and closes the fluid.
Advantages

Flow regulators in accordance with embodiments can have
the following advantages:

Consistent flow rate over the entire course of infusion

regardless of the upstream pressure variation.

Flow rates which can be as little as 0.5 m[/hr by utilizing
precision injection molding technology.

A small size which is smaller than or at least the same as the
typical flow rate varying units currently available in the
market.

Manufacturing costs which are lower than typical flow rate
varying units currently available in the market.

Users can benefit from improved accuracy, and more flow
rate variation options with no extra cost simply by
replacing typical units currently available in the market
with the flow regulator according to the embodiments.
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Minimization of the effect of head height, partial fill, and
down-stream resistance resulting from different access
points or the use of different types of catheters.

Adjustability to different pressure sources (different
pumps).

Reduction in the number of no-flow failures due to capil-
lary air blockage. Provision of a closed, in-line filtration
system to meet regulatory standards.

Reduction in the variability of medication delivery times
under standard conditions through the elimination of the
effect of balloon pressure variability.

Development of a miniaturized, body conforming device
to maximize patient comfort and operating temperature
stability.

More flexibility of dosage which allows more precise pre-
scriptions based on the patient’s needs.

Prevention of the unnecessary overuse of narcotic drugs.

No individual adjustment is required.

While various aspects and embodiments have been dis-
closed herein, other aspects and embodiments will be appar-
ent to those skilled in the art. The various aspects and embodi-
ments disclosed herein are for purposes of illustration and are
not intended to be limiting, with the true scope and spirit
being indicated by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A drug infusion flow regulating apparatus comprising:

an inlet configured to receive liquid into the apparatus;

an outlet configured to discharge the liquid from the appa-
ratus;

a cylinder assembly comprising a first cylinder, a second
cylinder and a third cylinder that are arranged along an
axial direction;

the first cylinder comprising a first interior surface;

a continuous helical thread formed into the first interior
surface of the first cylinder;

the second cylinder fitted into the first cylinder and com-
prising a second interior surface and a second exterior
surface;

a helical liquid-flow channel formed between the first cyl-
inder and the second cylinder through the continuous
helical thread, the helical liquid-flow channel being in
fluid communication with the inlet;

a plurality of longitudinal grooves extending along the
axial direction and formed into the second cylinder on
the side of the second interior surface;

a plurality of through-holes formed in the second cylinder
and in fluid communication with the helical liquid-flow
channel;

the third cylinder fitted into the second cylinder and com-
prising a third exterior surface;

a plurality of independent liquid-flow passages formed
between the second cylinder and the third cylinder,
wherein each of the plurality of independent liquid-flow
passages is in fluid communication with the helical liq-
uid-flow channel via at least one of the plurality of
through-holes; and

a diaphragm valve configured to regulate fluid communi-
cation between the helical liquid-flow channel and the
outlet.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein two immediately
neighboring liquid-flow passages are liquid-tightly separated
from each other by close contact between the second interior
surface and the third exterior surface.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the apparatus is con-
figured such that at least one of the plurality of passages is
selected to form a fluid channel extending to the diaphragm
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valve while the other passages do not form a fluid channel
extending to the diaphragm valve.

4. The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising a fourth
cylinder received within the third cylinder and rotatable rela-
tive to the third cylinder,

wherein at least one of the plurality of passages forms a

fluid channel extending to the diaphragm valve depend-
ing upon a rotational position of the fourth cylinder
relative to the third cylinder.

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the diaphragm valve
comprises a deformable diaphragm and a valve seat that are
received in an interior space of the fourth cylinder,

wherein the deformable diaphragm divides the interior

space into a first chamber and a second chamber,
wherein the inlet is fluidly connected to the first cham-
ber, and the outlet is fluidly connected to the second
chamber,

wherein the diaphragm is configured to deform toward the

valve seat and recover away from the valve seat in
response to the pressure differential between the first
and second chambers.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the deformable dia-
phragm is slidable within the fourth cylinder such that the size
of the first and second chambers varies.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, further comprising a stopper
configured to stop the movement of the diaphragm at a pre-
determined location.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
through holes are angularly separated along the second cyl-
inder’s circumference.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of inde-
pendent liquid-flow passages are angularly separated along
the third cylinder’s circumference.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein one or more of the
plurality of independent liquid-flow passages have a liquid-
flow passage portion extending along the axial direction.

11. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first cylinder is
made of a first material, the second cylinder is made of a
second material and the third cylinder is made of a third
material, wherein the first material is harder than the second
material and the second material is harder than the third
material.

12. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the second cylinder
is made of a non-elastomeric material having a modulus of
elasticity greater than 2,000 psi.

13. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the third cylinder is
made of an elastomeric material having a modulus of elastic-
ity smaller than 1,000 psi.
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14. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality
of longitudinal grooves extends throughout the length of the
second cylinder.

15. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
through-holes are located at different positions in the axial
direction.

16. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein two immediately
neighboring passages are liquid-tightly separated by liquid-
tight fitting of the third cylinder into the second cylinder.

17. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a fifth
cylinder fitted into the third cylinder and located between the
third cylinder and fourth cylinder.

18. A method of making the apparatus of claim 1, the
method comprising: providing the apparatus of claim 1,
wherein provision of the apparatus comprises: providing

the first cylinder made of a first material and comprising the

continuous helical thread formed into the first interior
surface, the first cylinder having a first diameter mea-
sured on the first interior surface;

providing the second cylinder made of a second material

softer than the first material, the second cylinder having
a second diameter on the second exterior surface,
wherein the second diameter is greater than the first
diameter; and

press-fitting the second cylinder into the first cylinder,

wherein the second material is a non-elastomer having a

modulus of elasticity greater than 2,000 psi.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein press-fitting of the
second cylinder into the first cylinder causes deformation of
the second cylinder along the plurality of grooves such that
the second diameter shrinks.

20. The method of claim 18, further comprising:

providing the third cylinder made of a third material that is

an elastomer having a modulus of elasticity smaller than
1,000 psi, wherein the third cylinder comprises a plural-
ity of longitudinal ribs protruding from the third exterior
surface; and

press-fitting the third cylinder into the second cylinder such

that two immediately neighboring passages are liquid-
tightly separated by press-fitting of the third cylinder
into the second cylinder.

21. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first cylinder, the
second cylinder and the third cylinder are arranged along the
axial direction in a coaxial manner.
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